
  
Call for Papers for an international workshop on 

Childhood, Children and the Future:  
African and European perspectives in the 21st century 

March 01. & 02. 2016 in Winneba, Ghana 
The attention to the life and living conditions of children and young people and their future 
prospects has been increasing worldwide for the last three decades. In spite of this attention dating 
back to the United Nations declaration of the Year of the Child in 1979, and subsequent child-centred 
policies, many of the world’s children continue to live not only in poverty but under total disregard. 
Besides, much of the corpus of knowledge driving the current notions of good childhood worldwide is 
drawn from research on western middleclass children. Research and voices from the non-western 
world are hardly heard, they barely influence or seriously impact the scientific notions of children, 
childhood and child development. 
The proposed workshop seeks to bridge the gap by providing a platform for African and European 
concepts, research and ideas on childhood alike and by especially initiating a cross-cultural exchange 
and fertilization of ideas. 
Hence, researchers who are currently working or would like to engage themselves with various ideas 
of (the future of) children and childhood are invited to share their perspectives and to consider a 
presentation on the following but also on related (cross)-cultural, interdisciplinary, methodological 
and general questions such as:  

- What is the future of children and childhood in a globalizing world?  
- Are we (or shall we) really approaching a homogeneous global childhood as a future standard? 

Or (how) does and will culture influence children’s life and future? 
- What are the potentials of cross-cultural and interdisciplinary approaches for researching 

children and childhood? 
- How do children themselves perceive their lives and their future and what can we learn by these 

imaginations? In which ways are history, traditions and transmissions relevant in these 
perceptions? 

We cordially invite researchers from social, cultural and childhood studies to share their ideas, 
perspectives and research results in order to bring together our experiences to strengthen the 
community of researchers in the field of children and childhood. We are especially encouraging the 
participation of young researchers in order to build up a long lasting and productive cross-cultural 
research community. 
The workshop is held at the University of Education, Winneba, Ghana and organized by an 
international team of researchers from Ghana and Germany. It includes oral and poster 
presentations, symposia and joint workshops that give the opportunity for cross-cultural exchange 
on research materials or methods. 

Organizing Team 
Prof. Dr. Andrea Kleeberg-Niepage (EUF, Germany) 

Prof. Dr. Bea Lundt (EUF, Germany) 

Prof. Dr. Yaw Ofosu-Kusi (UEW, Ghana) 

Prof. Dr. Sandra Rademacher (EUF, Germany) 

Contact 
children&future@uni-flensburg.de 

https://www.uni-

flensburg.de/psychologie/conference/  

Form of contributions  
- Symposium (3-4 presentations) 
- Oral presentation (20 min + Discussion) 
- Workshops (90 min) 
- Poster presentation (A0 format) 

Deadlines 
- Abstracts (300 words) until 15. Dec. 2015 
- Feedback until 5. Jan. 2015 
- Registration open from 15. Nov.2015 

https://www.uni-flensburg.de/psychologie/conference/
https://www.uni-flensburg.de/psychologie/conference/

